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his book collects John Gardner’s celebrated
essays on the theory of private law,

alongside two new essays. Together they

range across the central puzzles in understanding
the significance of outcomes, the role of justice in
private law, strict liability, the reasonable person
standard, and the role of public policy in tort law.

FEATURES

Collects in one accessible place the most
important of John Gardner’s highly regarded
and influential essays on private law

Includes two original essays, published here
for the first time

Recasts longstanding debates in the field,
between economic and public policy
approaches to torts, and neo-Kantian
approaches, shedding new light on both

The late John Gardner was a Senior Research

Fellow at All Souls College, prior to which he was

the Professor of Jurisprudence at the University of

Oxford from 2000 to 2016.
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